
SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP 
 
 

Minutes of a Virtual Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation 
Working Group held on Wednesday, 7 December 2022 at 10.00 am.   
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr SB Collins (Chairman) 
 

Mr J Bland 
Mr N Cotton 
Mr WJ Wearing 
 

Mr M Wilson 
Mr GD Cook 
Mr P Thornton 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mr P Hosking - Local Area Network Manager South Lakeland 
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Manager 
Mrs H Karaaslan - Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland 
Mr D Coyle - Manager of Flood & Development Management 
Mr C Parkes - Flood and Development Management Officer 
 
 
 
31 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Dr A Jarvis. 
 
32 MINUTES 
 
Correction: 
 
Page 9, Minute 24, 2nd paragraph, line 9. Replace ‘for replacing all column 
replacements’ with ‘to replace all columns’ 
 
RESOLVED that, subject to the correction above, the minutes of the meeting held 

on 11 October 2022 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
33 A684 CASTLE GREEN LANE AND SEDBERGH ROAD, KENDAL 
 
A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding the A684 Castle Green Lane and Sedbergh Road, Kendal. The report 
updated the Highways and Transport Working Group following the presentation of a 
petition titled “Traffic Calming at Sedbergh Road and Castle Green Lane” brought to 
22nd March 2022 South Lakeland Local Committee. 
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The Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland talked members through 
the report commenting on the steps taken, subsequent findings and the conclusions 
drawn. 

A member who regularly used the road commented on its suitability and on the road 
configuration which he felt was inappropriate for its purpose. He explained the 
changes he considered necessary if the money was available. He suggested a 
number of improvements and the impact that they may have on motorists and 
pedestrians. He emphasised that improvements were a funding issue and that 
towns were designed for vehicles and not people. 

The Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland highlighted that the road 
was liked by local residents. 

The same member added that the issues would be considered by Westmorland and 
Furness Authority. 

Other members commented on the nature of the road configuration with one 
explaining how signage could improve how the road was used by motorists as the 
Police could not be there all the time. The Traffic Management Team Leader - South 
Lakeland explained how successful the Police Speed Camera was and how social 
media was used to improve motorists behaviour by identifying where it would be 
located. 

A member asked whether the location of the existing zebra crossing was in the right 
place and if a traffic island at Sandylands Road would affect large vehicles’ 
movements. A short discussion took place on the introduction of 30 and 40mph 
zones outside Parkside. 

RESOLVED that, the Working Group notes all the information in the report and the 
conclusion that the most effective action at the present time is the 
increased presence and enforcement now in place near to the 
Castle Green Hotel on Castle Green Lane.  Further assessment of 
the pedestrian crossing for upgrade and thought of SIDs are to be 
referred to the New Westmorland and Furness Council for 
consideration in line with local priorities post Local Government 
Reform from 1st April 2023  

 
34 DIVISIONAL HIGHWAY PRIORITY WORKS PROGRAMME 2022/2023 
 
Members considered the Divisional Highway Priority Works Programme 2022-23. 
The Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland talked members through 
the Programme and highlighted that all Traffic Regulation Orders had been 
approved for this financial year and that Local Committee had agreed to vire a large 
proportion of funding to school flashing lights and these had been ordered and 
would be installed this financial year. 
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A member asked how much of the Programme would not be delivered. The Traffic 
Management Team Leader - South Lakeland talked about a number of schemes, 
concluding that it was not clear yet what would not be delivered but that most 
materials had been ordered for schemes which would be delivered. It was noted that 
if there was money left outstanding, it would be used for school flashing lights. 
 
An update was provided on school flashing lights which included those identified by 
the Street Lighting team and that many did not need new lighting infrastructure. 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland was thanked for the team’s 
work. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted. 
 
35 COACHES PARKING AT BUS STOPS 
 
The Traffic Management Manager provided information about coaches parking at 
bus stops. This included the enforcement of a Bus Stop Clearway should there be 
regular coach parking at bus stops. There could be signage placed at the bus stop 
to prevent coaches waiting and parking. This work would be handled by the local 
Bus Team and would be subject to funding. 
 
The Chair advised of issues at a bus stop in his and Mr Clark’s Electoral Division. 
This included bus stops that had platforms for wheelchair users and if a coach 
parked in the bus stop this caused problems for access to regular bus services. The 
Traffic Management Manager asked members to inform her of any locations where 
this was happening so it could be addressed. 
 
A member who worked in the tourist industry advised that there was an ongoing 
issue with not enough coach parking in South Lakeland. He advised that a flag pole 
was required at Gillinggate. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted. 
 
36 CONSOLIDATION OF EXISTING TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS 
 
A briefing note from the Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland was 
considered which gave an update on the consolidation of existing Traffic Regulation 
Orders. 
 
The Traffic Management Team Leader - South Lakeland talked members through 
the briefing note, explaining the procedure for members.   
 
After a member asked if the areas affected were specified in the press, the process 
was explained. It was highlighted by the Traffic Management Team Leader - South 
Lakeland that nothing was changing. Members considered this to be important and 
asked that the public be advised that this was the case. 
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The Traffic Management Manager advised that responses mainly came from letter 
drops to specific houses rather than press adverts. She emphasised that this was a 
tidying up exercise and assumed that there would be few responses as there would 
be no physical changes. She commented positively on the joint effort across various 
teams to complete the work. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted. 
 
37 UPDATE ON THE DELIVERY OF THE 2022/23 DEVOLVED AND NON-

DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS CAPITAL PROGRAMME 
 
A briefing note from the Highway Network Manager – South Lakeland was 
considered which gave an update on the delivery of the 2022/23 Devolved and Non-
Devolved Highways Capital Programme. 
 
Members were guided through the briefing note which included the work which had 
been completed since the last meeting of the Working Group and on the work to be 
undertaken to the end of the financial year. 
 
Members were informed about actionable defects and how surface dressing was 
undertaken. Updates were given on work completed on the U5361, U735 and U845. 
Works on the U5750 had been put back due to gas board works. Works at Devil’s 
Bridge to Casterton were outlined and an explanation of the funding was given. 
Members were informed about how in the Programme of Works, it was easier to 
remove and re-programme one scheme if necessary, rather than reschedule the 
whole programme. The reason for the re-profiling of works at Crooked Gate and 
Cow Brow Service Road into the next financial year was explained. 
 
An update was given on a number of completed footway resurfacing schemes. 
Some had been reprogrammed into the next calendar year but most schemes were 
progressing as expected. 
 
With regard to Drainage Works, the Highway Network Manager – South Lakeland 
was pleased that works at Hophouse Lane had been completed. A member thanked 
officers for completing this work and commented on the high standard of work 
 
Two major geotechnical schemes were reported upon and information on the A5074 
was detailed. Information on Deep Soil Mixing which would be taking place at A5074 
Lyth Valley Road was provided and the Highway Network Manager – South 
Lakeland undertook to circulate further information on this process to members. 
 
A member talked about issues occurring with traffic lights being ignored on the 
A5074 and his discussions with geotechnical officers working in the area trying to 
resolve the geological issues on the road. He gave his opinion on how issues could 
be resolved when working with cement and black soil. He reported on his 
discussions with the Environment Agency on this matter. Another member referred 
to the works undertaken at Rannet Moor where wood bundles had been used 
successfully to resolve similar issues. 
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Discussion ensued on the Programme of Works and what would happen when 
Westmorland and Furness Authority took control of the highways budget on 1 April 
2023. 
 
A member reported on the success of Essex highways’ website and talked about 
how information could be interrogated on maps and the Work Programme was 
available online. Members were informed about using ‘One Network’ and the useful 
information that it contained. The Highway Network Manager – South Lakeland 
informed members that officers wanted to work towards customer self-service and 
that systems needed to be more visible to the customer. 
 
The Chair advised that he had been suggesting that a system for capturing 
corporate memory be established to ensure that all information was gathered and 
could be accessed in an easy way. 
 
In terms of Tree Works, the Highway Network Manager – South Lakeland updated 
members on the inspection of ash trees due to concerns about ash die back. He 
advised that the number of trees suffering from die back had not yet been finalised 
but that there would need to be regular inspections as it was a developing disease 
which could affect trees at any time. 75% of the resilient road network had been 
inspected and information was awaited on which trees would need to be removed 
immediately or at 3 or 6 months intervals. A budget was being identified for the 
works. It was noted that trees on private land that could affect the public highway 
were also being inspected. 
 
RESOLVED that, the position be noted. 
 
38 2022/23 FLOOD AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE REPORT 
 
A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding the 2022/23 Flood and Development Management Update. The report 
presented an overview of Flood and Development Management activities in the 
South Lakeland Area. 
 
The Flood and Development Management Officer took members through the report 
in detail. Detailed updates were provided on current major and strategic planning 
applications and significant pre-applications. 
 
A member noted that traffic to and from the Brigsteer Road housing estate had to go 
through Kendal Town Centre or use a rat run. He thought that this could be avoided 
if there was a connection to Kendal bypass. 
 
After it being highlighted by a member that new home owners demanded street 
lights for example, from the County Council, the Manager of Flood and Development 
Management outlined the planning application process and how lights etc were 
identified in planning applications. The member highlighted that if services weren’t 
outlined in the planning permission then facilities and services were paid by the 
County Council. 
 



 
 
 

6 

Mr Cotton was pleased that the proposal at Burton Road was considering proposals 
for a cycle link and asked to be involved in discussions about the proposals as there 
would be a gap. The Manager of Flood and Development Management advised that 
the route was included in the local LCWIP and routes were being identified. 
 
The same member talked about the state of the terrain on the Old  Scotch Road, 
which would be affected by the Haweswater Viaduct Replacement Programme and 
commented that there was a need for passing places as lorries were using the soft 
verges. The Manager of Flood and Development Management undertook to look at 
this after the meeting. The Flood and Development Management Officer advised 
that certain passing places could be retained in the planning permission and that 
SLDC Planning Committee would be considering the repair of the road. 
 
A member stated that local company, McClure also needed access from Kendal 
Bypass for their vehicles at Brigsteer Road and their support was important to the 
proposal. The Flood and Development Management Officer advised that 
discussions were advanced on this proposal. The Manager of Flood and 
Development Management detailed the added complications of a damaged bridge 
needing repair. 
 
A member highlighted the issues which would arise at Windermere Gateway and 
the subsequent traffic issues which would be caused bringing station traffic into 
Kendal. The Manager of Flood and Development Management talked to members 
about the road configuration and where a roundabout could potentially be placed.  
 
The Chair thought that there should be training for all members on planning 
applications which included associated infrastructure and local needs implications. 
 
It was noted that Appendix 2 was missing from the report due to technical reporting 
problems. 
 
Members were pleased to note that there had been no flooded properties since the 
last meeting. The Manager of Flood and Development Management updated 
members on Flood Mitigation Schemes. 
 
A couple of members welcomed the mitigation scheme at Windermere Road, 
Grange Over Sands, hoping that this would be beneficial for residents in the winter. 
 
A member highlighted that the problems at Beetham related to the river which was 
no longer dredged. The Manager of Flood and Development Management advised 
that the Environment Agency was going to address this. 
 
Mr Thornton thanked the Manager of Flood and Development Management and 
team for the work undertaken for 2 schemes which had been delivered in Kendal, 
this included the Carus Green scheme. 
 
RESOLVED that,  
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1 The HTWG recommends that the Local Committee notes the details provided 
in appendix 1 and 3 of the report. 

2 The HTWG recommends that the Local Committee note the following: 

There are no additional comments in the Appendices to bring to the 
attention of Local Members. Any significant comments, changes 
and/or amendments will be highlighted here in subsequent and future 
reports to the HTWG. 

 
39 ACTION LOG 
 
Members went through the Action Log and removed items 4, 9, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25 
 
RESOLVED that, the Action Log be amended by the Senior Democratic Services 

Officer as appropriate 
 
40 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP 
 
No items were identified for the next meeting but members were asked to let the 
Chair of the Working Group know directly if they wanted something on the next 
Agenda. 
 
41 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Working Group would take place on 9 February 2023 at 
County Hall. Kendal at 10.00am 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.20 pm 
  

 
 

 


